Stone  Rural  District  Council, 


ECCLESHALL  DIVISION. 


March,  1909. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  again  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  notice  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Eccleshall  District  for  the  year  1908. 

I  have  estimated  the  population  of  the  whole  district  to  the 
middle  of  1908,  at  5,620.  As  I  have  done  each  year  since  the  last 
census  in  1901,  I  have  again  deducted  the  same  numbers  for  persons, 
who,  on  the  average  for  the  ten  years  previous  to  1901,  must  have 
migrated  annually  from  the  district.  The  Tables  of  Statistics 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  are  enclosed  herewith. 

During  the  whole  year  117  births  were  registered,  and  this 
gives  a  birth-rate  of  20-8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
These  figures  will  be  seen  to  be  slightly  above  those  of  the  previous 
year,  but  under  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  at  all  ages, 
was  78,  giving  a  death-rate  of  13-8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
These  figures  will  be  seen  to  give  a  decrease  on  last  year’s,  but  a 
slight  increase  on  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years.  On 
looking  at  Table  IV.  of  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Tables,  it 
will  be  noticed  that  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  above  the  age  of  65  years,  and  the  deaths  in  the  majority  of 
these  were  due  to  the  infirmities  of  age.  The  oldest  person  dying 
was  96  years  of  age. 

The  infant  death-rate,  I  am  glad  to  state,  was  slightly  lower 
again  this  year,  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  being  9, 
compared  with  17  for  the  preceding  year,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of 
registered  births  76,  compared  with  153-1  in  1907.  The  average 
rate  for  the  preceding  10  years  was  99-2  per  1,000  births.  All  the 
deaths  were  due  to  unpreventable  causes.  I  shall  be  glad  when  every 
parish  has  its  fully  trained  certified  nurse.  At  present  there  are  only 
two  in  the  whole  district,  and  they  are  doing  excellent  work  in  the 
training  of  mothers  in  the  feeding  of  their  infants  and  in  domestic 
hygiene.  As  you  are  aware,  it  was  decided  not  to  adopt  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  .but  to  issue  pamphlets  on  the 
proper  feeding  and  rearing  of  infants  drawn  up  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  to  be  used  in  those  cases  where  the  medical 
attendant  or  midwife  thinks  necessary,  and  I  have  distributed  many 
of  these. 


Birth-rate 


Death-rate 
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Vaccination 


The  following  table  shews  the  results  of  vaccination  in  the 
district  from  the  middle  of  1907  to  the  middle  of  1908. 
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I  regret  to  state  that  under  the  new  regulations,  the  number 
of  conscientious  objectors  is  increasing,  out  of  the  117  births 
registered  during  the  whole  year  there  were  13  exemptions,  giving 
a  rate  of  1 19-6  per  1,000  births  registered,  of  infants  unprotected 
from  smallpox. 

zymotic  There  were  five  deaths  registered  under  this  heading,  and 
disease  giving  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  -88  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  ;  three  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  measles,  one  to  whooping 
cough  and  one  to  diphtheria.  The  following  table  shews  the  com¬ 
parative  figures  for  the  past  10  years. 
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Notifications  There  were  33  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act.  Measles  is  not  notifiable. 
The  notifications  were  as  follows  ; — scarlet  fever,  22  ;  diphtheria,  9  ; 
Erysipelas,  two. 

sc  a  it  let  Of  the  22  cases  of  this  disease,  one  was  in  Eccleshall.  This 
Fever  was  an  isolated  case,  and  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced, 
but  he  had  just  been  travelling  ;  he  was  at  once  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  remaining  21  cases  were  all  at  the  Boys’ 
Farm  Home,  in  Standon  parish.  The  epidemic  was  started  by  a 
boy  who  was  admitted  from  another  Home  on  April  14th,  and  on 
the  6th  of  May,  12  boys  were  discovered  by  the  medical  officer 
suffering  from  the  disease,  most  of  them  in  the  peeling  stage.  No 
source  of  infection  from  the  outside  could  be  discovered  and 
when  the  boy  admitted  on  April  14th  was  examined,  he  was  found 
to  be  peeling  on  the  feet.  He  stated  that  he  had  had  a  sore  throat  a 
day  or  two  before  admission,  and  he  must  have  had  a  mild  attack, 
which  was  not  discovered  until  he  had  infected  other  boys.  Most  of 
the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type.  All  but  three  of  the  boys  were 
isolated  at  the  Home,  these  three  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  epidemic  was  entirely  confined  to  the  Home,  every 
precaution  being  taken  against  any  spread  to  the  outside.  The 
school  and  sick  ward  were  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Of  the  nine  cases  of  diphtheria,  all  were  in  Croxton  Parish. 
The  first  case  occurred  in  May  and  terminated  fatally.  The  only 
sanitary  defect  was  a  pigsty  adjoining  the  house.  The  drinking 
water  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  good.  There  was  no  spread  from 
this  case.  The  next  outbreak  was  in  October.  Between  October 
25th  and  November  6th,  eight  cases  were  notified.  Five  houses 
were  infected.  The  disease  was  prevalent  at  the  same  time  in  the 
neighbouring  parish  of  Ashley,  and  two  of  the  cases  attended  these 
schools,  and  no  doubt  caught  the  disease  there.  The  first  cases  from 
Croxton  schools  resided  at  Chatcull  (Foxley’s  Farm)  ;  here  there 
were  four  cases,  the  mother  and  three  children,  two  of  the  latter 
attending  Croxton  schools.  The  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  farm 
were  unsatisfactory  and  the  water  supply  defective  ;  whether  this 
was  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  or  whether  the  infection  came  from 
Ashley  I  could  not  say.  A  few  days  after  the  last  child  from 
Foxley’s  attended  school,  another  child  was  taken  ill,  and  a  few 
days  later  a  second,  both  scholars  attending  Croxton  schools,  and 
both  at  opposite  ends  of  the  parish,  which  pointed  to  infection  in  the 
schools,  and  they  were  closed  for  a  month  from  November  6th.  There 
were  no  more  cases.  Antitoxin  serum  was  used  in  all  the 
cases.  The  schools  were  disinfected  under  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
supervision,  the  privy  cesspits  were  emptied,  and  privies  and  urinals 
disinfected  before  the  schools  re-opened,  and  there  has  been  no  case 
there  since.  I  analysed  the  water  from  the  school  well  and  found  it 
pure. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  Chebsey  parish  in 
November,  and  three  deaths  occurred.  The  schools  had  to  be 
closed  in  consequence  from  November  18th  to  December  14th. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  in  several  parts  of  the  district  in 
August,  September  and  October.  One  death  occurred  at  Swynner- 
ton.  The  schools  at  Slindon  had  to  be  closed  for  five  weeks  from 
October  12th. 

Epidemic  influenza  was  very  prevalent  in  the  district  in 
February,  March  and  April,  generally  of  a  mild  form,  but  there  were 
seven  deaths  registered  as  primarily  due  to  this  disease. 

There  were  six  deaths  registered  from  phthisis  (pulmonary 
tuberculosis),  compared  with  three  in  1907.  The  phthisis  death- 
rate  was  i*o6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  There  was  no 
system  of  notification  in  operation.  In  the  cases  of  deaths  that 
came  to  my  knowledge  in  time,  the  sick  rooms  were  stoved  and 
disinfected,  as  in  other  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Home  treatment 
is  very  difficult  in  the  average  cottage  in  rural  districts.  There  is  no 
hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the 
district,  or  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary.  Our  new  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Yarnfield  is  advancing  towards  completion,  and  when  this  is  opened 
the  empty  wards  might  be  utilised  when  not  in  use  for  other 
infectious  diseases,  for  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  or 
the  present  iron  building  might  be  made  use  of.  In  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  this  subject,  I  would  urge  upon  your  members  the  study  of 
the  latest  Memorandum  (February  1909),  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  on  Administrative  Measures  against 
Tuberculosis. 
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There  was  only  one  death  registered  uncertified,  compared  with 
five  in  the  preceding  year. 

Two  new  dwelling-houses  were  built,  one  at  Mill  Meece  and 
one  at  Standon  Bridge,  and  in  each  case  the  water  supply  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  Several  cases  of  overcrowding  had  to  be  dealt 
with,  at  Eccleshall,  Offley  Rock  and  Bowers  Bent.  One  house  at 
Acton  was  closed.  No  action  under  the  Housing  ot  the  Working 
Classes  Act  had  to  be  taken.  Water  supply  has  been  much  im¬ 
proved  at  Brockton  and  Fair  Oak,  but  is  still  very  defective  at 
Bromley  Cottages  and  Upper  Heamies  Cottages.  The  water  supply 
at  Foxley’s  Farm,  Chatcull,  where  diphtheria  occurred,  has  been 
improved.  Various  improvements  were  effected  in  drainage  and 
other  sanitary  works  of  minor  degrees,  in  different  parts  of  the 
district.  The  sewerage  of  Eccleshall  town  will,  I  suppose,  be  soon 
in  the  hands  of  the  contractor. 


MilkshSps  These  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  in  several  cases 
and  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  and  abated.  I  can  only  reiterate 


Cowsheds 


my  remarks  of  last  year  as  to  the  want  of  more  cleanliness. 


4 


FACTand  There  are  no  factories  in  this  district  and  no  outworkers  to  my 
workshop  knowledge.  The  Local  Government  Board  Table  is  enclosed. 
Ac  1  There  are  now  eighteen  workshops  registered,  and  these  have  been 
inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  in  only  two  cases  were  defects 
from  want  of  cleanliness  found,  and  these  were  remedied. 


Dwelling- 


iNSPEOToii's  Summary  of  sanitary  work  during  the  year  1908. 

Repout  houses  and  Schools  :  —  nine  inspections,  formal  notices  were  issued 
in  eight  cases,  two  for  foul  conditions,  one  for  structural  defects,  and 
five  for  overcrowding,  in  all  but  one  case  of  the  latter  the  nuisances 


were  abated.  Two  common  lodging-houses  were  periodically  in¬ 
spected.  In  dairies,  milkshops,  and  cowsheds,  62  inspections  were 
made,  nine  bakehouses  and  six  slaughter-houses  were  periodically 
inspected,  informal  notices  by  the  inspector  in  eleven  cases,  and 
formal  notices  by  your  Authority  in  five  cases  were  issued,  and  in  all 
the  nuisances  were  abated.  Defects  in  ashpits  and  privies  were 
found  in  19  cases,  11  informal  and  eight  formal  notices  were  issued, 
and  in  all  but  one  of  these  the  nuisances  were  abated.  In  deposits 
of  refuse  and  manure,  43  defects  were  found,  27  informal  and  16 
formal  notices  were  issued,  and  in  all  the  defects  were  remedied. 
In  house  drainage,  17  defects  were  found,  under  defective 
traps,  no  disconnection  and  other  faults,  11  informal  and  six 
formal  notices  were  issued,  and  in  all  except  one  were  the  nuisances 
abated.  Under  water  supply,  pigstyes  and  animals  improperly  kept, 
four  defects  were  dealt  with  and  remedied.  In  all,  a  total  of  143 
inspections  were  made,  and  out  of  a  total  of  108  defects  dealt  with, 
104  nuisances  were  abated.  One  dwelling-house  and  two  schools 
were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease,  under  his  supervision. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


HOPE  WILKES  GOSSE, 


M.  O.  H. 


